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PUDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
  Puddington n Shotwick n Woodbank n Two Mills n Shotwick Park 

 
  

 

APPENDIX 1 : LOCAL ISSUES FOR WARD COUNCILLOR SIMON EARDLEY 
 

HIGHWAYS & PROW 
 

(i) Puddington Village Green Cobbles: CWAC have said that the Parish Council is responsible 
for the repair of the cobbles around the Green. The Parish Clerk had contacted Chris Shaw at 
Northwich Town Council to enquire about them undertaking an assessment of the cobbles and 
providing a summary of works required, possible solutions (grant funding, contributions from 
the Parish Council budget and a contribution from the Member’s budget) and costs.   

(ii) Blocked Gullies: Blocked gullies and flooding around Puddington Village Green. Has been an 
issue throughout. Gully works were carried out in July which had stopped the water coming up 
through the road, however the blockage had not gone away and the road had flooded again. 
Another job had been raised with Contractors to jet all the gullies in the area.  

(iii)   Shotwick Lane: A Network Steward had completed an assessment of Hall Lane and 16 repair 
orders had been raised. Highways had not given a date for the work to be carried out.   

(iv) Puddington Lane: In response to a complaint about the deterioration of the road surface in 
some areas,  Highways had replied to say that the Lane is inspected periodically and the last 
inspection did not indicate significant deterioration.  

(v)    A540 Road Closures: Notification of numerous road closures on the A540 for works is often 
given at very short notice. The impact of the closures and diversions on businesses and 
residents is considerable and is becoming a major source of frustration. 

(vi) Central Grass Reservations: The Parish Council remains concerned about the timetable and 
frequency of grass cutting. For example, the site lines at the junction of Puddington Lane with 
the central reservation have been compromised and there have been incidents as a result of 
drivers not being able to see over the top of the grass/shrubs. The grass needs to be cut more 
frequently. The Parish Council would prefer that a long term solution, such as replacing the 
grass with gravel, be investigated.   

(vii) Mudhouse Lane: Despite some recent repairs, the road condition continues to deteriorate and 
is eroded in several places. The road, which is used by school buses, is in a dangerous 
condition in some areas. 

(viii) Drain Gullies: The majority of drain the gullies along the A540 are in a state of disrepair and 
as such, there is a significant risk of accidents, particularly to cyclists, which may result in 
serious injury.  

(ix) ‘Rat Runs’ Shotwick Lane and Woodbank Lane: Councillors and residents have reported 
that the Lanes are being used as short cuts to avoid road closures and diversions.   

(x) Grass Cutting, verges, hedges, central reservation and junctions along the A540: 
Hedges: Whilst the Parish Council continues to remind residents of their responsibility to 
maintain hedges, there are times particularly during the summer months that sections of 
footpath along the A540 and Puddington Lane are impassable for pedestrians. 

(xi) Lay-bys/Truck Stop on A540 Parkgate Road/Chester High Road: The Parish Council had 
responded to the consultation saying it did not support the proposal (introducing restrictions) 
on the grounds that the problem would be ‘moved on’. CWAC had replied that: 
•   CWAC have no funding for the installation and monitoring of CCTV equipment. 
•   Streetcare advised that they removed bins in the lay-bys as they seem to attract litter. 

Officers do not think that reintroducing them will alleviate the situation. 
•  Streetcare advised that litter picking is done twice a week. 
•  A price for the provision of signs in the lay-bys advising motorists to take their litter home 

had been requested. However, it would need to be determined if the measure could be 
funded.  

•  Aldi Distribution Centre has been contacted to request their co-operation in deterring their 
contractors from leaving litter behind and damaging the verges. 

•   It is not clear if CWAC decided to proceed with the limited waiting proposal.  
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B4RN Hyperfast Community Broadband: Background & latest position. 
 
 

PLANNING 
Integrity of the Planning Consultation process and compliance with decisions. The number of 
retrospective applications which can make a mockery of the Parish Council’s time, the planning, 
appeal and enforcement process. Some applicants openly flout ignore, defy and are in breach of 
approvals.  
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