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Title:   Implications of the General Election for Council business 

Summary: Impact of the General Election on publicity, public meetings and 

Member office space  

 

As you will know, a General Election is taking place on 12 December. This has 

important implications for the way the Council conducts its business during that 

period. The key principle is that Council resources cannot be used in a manner 

which could create a perception of influencing support for a political party. This 

imposes restrictions on the publication of information, and the holding of public 

meetings. Critical business can however continue. 

We also need to be aware that many Council staff are critical to the delivery of the 

election, and of course many Members will want to prioritise political campaigning 

during this period.  

 

Restrictions on Publicity During the Election Period (sometimes referred to as 

Purdah) 

Once an election is called the Local Government Act 1986 imposes a prohibition on 

local authorities publishing any material which, in whole or part, appears to be 

designed to affect public support for a political party. An updated guidance document 

will shortly be circulated, but should any member have any concern about a 

forthcoming event or activity they are involved in they are encouraged to contact 

Vanessa Whiting (Monitoring Officer) and Amy Ord (Head of Communications) for 

advice. Our Communication team is identifying upcoming events which may be 

affected, and pro-active communication on our Play Your Part engagement on the 

Council Plan and budget will be scaled back.   

 

Impact on Public Meetings 

Some meetings will need to be cancelled or have limited agendas. 

 Council cannot go ahead on 12 December as planned. However, there is 
critical business that will need to be referred to Council by Cabinet, or where 
there is a statutory requirement for Council to approve. A Special Council 
meeting will therefore be held at 6.30pm on 28 November in Wyvern 
House, in Winsford, to consider business-critical items only. Members will be 
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advised on how to ensure this meeting is conducted in compliance with the 
legislation.  
 

 Cabinet 27 November – will go ahead, with an agenda focused solely on 
business-critical items. 
 

 Scrutiny Committees will be cancelled with meetings rearranged for the new 
year as necessary. 

 

 Health and Wellbeing Board will be cancelled. 
 

 Regulatory Meetings, such as Planning and Licensing will go ahead as 
planned to consider business-critical items.   
 

The Council had planned a series of meetings on the Climate Emergency, including 

the Task Force and a public conference. These will be re-scheduled after the 

election, and the report to Council will be delayed until the New Year. 

The Chief Executive will consult with Group Leaders on the case for an additional full 

Council meeting in January, and will advise the Chair of Council. 

A number of Member Training sessions are planned over the pre-election period.  

Although not restricted by legislation, due to the availability of Members over this 

period, officers will be in touch shortly to confirm which sessions are able to go 

ahead and which should be rescheduled. 

 

Democratic Services Team Location and Member Office Space 

From 31 October, the Returning Officer and Democratic Services Team will operate 

from the Third Floor HQ, Chester. This is to ensure they have the space required to 

prepare for the election and store election materials securely. Should Members 

require office space for Council business during this period, we would ask them to 

make use of Wyvern House, Winsford, or the desk and meeting room space for 

Members now available in the new Committee Suite on the first floor of Ellesmere 

Port Library.   

 

For further information, contact: Andrew Lewis, Returning Officer 

Email: Andrew.lewis@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Date: 31 October 2019 
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