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Title:   Cheshire West and Chester Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 

Plan consultation 

Summary:   The Council has worked in partnership with a number of active travel 
  partners to prepare a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan for 
  the borough which is now the subject of a consultation exercise. This 
  note outlines the development of the draft strategy and highlights how 
  members can respond to the consultation exercise. 
 

Background 
 
The Government published a Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy in 2017. This 
encouraged local authorities to prepare Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans 
(LCWIP) as part of a long-term approach to identifying cycling and walking improvements at 
a local level. It is suggested that this will help increase the number of trips made by cycle or 
on foot.  
 
The Council’s Active Travel Forum endorsed plans for the preparation of a LCWIP for the 
borough in December 2018. In response, a working group was established consisting of 
Forum members and officers from the Transport and Infrastructure and Public Health teams 
who have helped to develop this work. This group included representatives from 
organisations such as Living Streets, Sustrans, Cycling UK, Chester Cycling Campaign, 
Cycle North Cheshire, Chester Ramblers, Friends of the Millennium Greenway, Chester 
Sustainability Forum and independent members representing disabled cyclists and walkers. 
 
Our work has been guided by a number of policies, strategies and objectives set out in 
strategy documents including the Local Transport Plan, Local Plan, Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy and the existing Cycling Strategy. This work has also been influenced by the 
Council’s recent declaration of a climate emergency. 
 
Tasks undertaken so far have included the following.  
 

 Determining the scope of the study - It was agreed that our work would be focused 
on areas defined as having the greatest potential to increase walking and cycling: 

 

 Chester 

 Ellesmere Port and Neston 

 Winsford 

 Northwich 

 Frodsham and Helsby 
 
 

 Gathering Information - Compiling and reviewing a large amount of background 
information and data to provide an insight into walking and cycling issues across the 
borough. 
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 Network planning for walking and cycling - Identifying potential origins and 
destinations for walking and cycling trips as well as mapping out potential desire lines 
and networks and undertaking route audits. 

 

 Prioritising potential improvements - using a toolkit of measures to enable us to 
rank the potential schemes. 

 
A number of councillor workshops have taken place to inform the basis of the approach. 
Colleagues from Localities and Regeneration teams have also submitted views and opinions 
to ensure proposals for sustainable infrastructure are a key element of our area based plans. 
A detailed programme of site visits and audits have also been undertaken to gain insight into 
local conditions and issues that impact on the overall willingness of people to walk and cycle. 
 
Draft recommendations have been prepared and these are the subject of a consultation 
exercise to seek wider community views on our proposals before the LCWIP is finalised. The 
consultation will go live this week and run until Friday, 7 February 2020. 
 
Members are asked and encouraged to participate in the consultation exercise and also to 
alert interested parties about the LCWIP and how people can learn more and participate in 
this process. 
 
A summary report setting out the LCWIP proposals along with an online questionnaire and a 
full technical report can be found on the Consultation pages on the Council’s website, visit: 
inside.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/get_involved/consultations 
 
It is planned that the LCWIP will be finalised and approved by the Council in spring 2020. 
 

For further information contact: Jamie Matthews 

Email: jamie.matthews@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Telephone: (01244 9)73595  

Responsible Committee, Cabinet Member:  Councillor Karen Shore 

Date: 18 December 2019 
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